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. T THURSDAY, Jume 27, 1754.

Frem a late WESTMINSTER JOURNAL,

Vita morti progrior ¢ff quatidie.  Phzdrus,
T is impoffible to think of any Subje& in
Nature that more unavoidably leadsa Wri-
ter into Tritenefs and Common.Place, than
the Confideration of our Mortality ; and. yet
it is never improper, never unfeafonable, nor
is it ever unneceflary, feeing moft Men lead their
Lives in fuch a Manner,.as if they thought, that
cither their Bodies were immortal in this World,
or that their Souls would be mertal in that which is
10 come. You cannot (fays the learred apd hu-
morous Dr. Sousk) do the Devil 8 more eminent,
ror a more acceptable Piece of Service, than by
denying his Exiftence; for by fo doing you take a-
way all Terror from Sinrers ; and what you take
away from their Fears you add to their Im{;c:y,
and render them more efte@ually his own. Upon
the fame Mecthod of Argumentation a Writer can-
rot do a greater Differvice to Mankind, than by
publifhing fuch "Tradls as have the leaft Tendency
to decoy any one’s Attention from the Contemplati
on of his approaching Difolution: A Man, who does
not (as St. Paul nobly expreffes it) DIE DAILY ;
that is, who bas not Deatb as it were perpetually
before his Eyes, can fcarcely think of making due
Preparation for that invincible Enemy, that is eve-
ry Moment on the Advance. Not only therefore
all Books of an Atheiftical Turn (which cannot, I
apprehend, be written without the immediate Af-
fiftance of the Devil himfelf, and with which to
the Scandal of this Nation and the Offence of all
Chriftendom we abound) not only thefe, I fay, but
all Books that contain nothing more than idle A-
mufement, nay, fome that are profefiedly on a mo-
nal Pian, are of infinite Detriment to the human
Species.  The Soul (fays Monfiear Pafthal) dif-
covers nothing in Lerfelf, that can furn:th her with
Contentment.  Whatever fhe beholds there, afflicts
her, when fhe confiders it fedately. This obliges
Ler to have Recourfe to external Eojoymeats, that
fhe may lofe in them the Remembrance of her real
State. In this Oblivion confifts her Joy; and, to
render her miferable it fuffices to ablige ber to en-
ter into, and converfc with herfelf. But however
itkfome a mental Commerce with one’s felf may
be, 'tis certain the moft falutary Thing in the
World ;. and when a Man flies from himfelf, it is
a terrible Symptom, that all is not right within
him. Hence it is, that our Theatres are crowded, -
and our Churches are empty: Hence it is, that the
mo't defpicable of alt defpicable Amufements, even
the Jralian Burlettas find ar Audiedce : Heoce it is
that the Bible is negleQled, whillt a ® Book wrote
avowedly againft it, and which ougbt to be burnt
by the common Hangman, obtains a Place in' the
Stadies of fome of oor Divines: Hence, fiaally it
is, that Afting, Dancing, Piddliu§5 Drefling, Ga-
micg, Mimicking, Whoring, Drinking, and
fome §;Kinds cf Preaching, have banithed Virtue,
Religion, and common Senfe from the triumphant
Msjority of an abandoned World. It is ftrange
that Death, which in Fa& can never be remote e-
ven from the langeft Liver fhould ot be terrifying
till the very Inftant of his Arrival. How affeCting
be 'is at that Time, we bave a fine"Defcription in
Sbakefpsar's Mrafure for Meafure. i

Imagines Hoavling 5 “tis teo borrible |

The wearicft and maoft loathed averdly Life,
That Pain, Age, Penury, and Imprifenment,
Car lay ou'Nature, 'ir a Paradife

To avhat we fear of Death,

Our fhunning an Acquiintance with ourfelves,
and not frequeatly weighing in the Coolcefs of
Specalation the precarious Inftability of our Na.
tares occafion this Dread. But were we to fami.
liarize Death to our Imaginations by repeated Me

ditations thereon, it would rot only have a very
great It fluence on our Lives, but difarm him of a
great Number of his Terrors. He would then 2p

pear rather in an amiable, than a formidable Light,
as he is drawn by Dr. Gartb.

*Tis to the Vulgar Death tos bar/b appears s

The Il ave feel is only in eur Fears.

To die is landing en fome filent Skore,

Where Billews never break, ner Tempefls roar ;
E'er avell ave feel the friendly Stroke *tis o'er.

The Wife thro® Thought th® Affaults of Death defy,
The Fools thro® bleft Infenfibilsty, R
*Tis avkat the Guilty fear, the Pious crave,
Sought by the Wretch, and wangui/b'd by the Brave :
It cafes Lovers, futs the Captive free,

And, tho' a Tyrant, offers Liberty.

The reading of good Books written on this truly
interefting Subje@ muft have a neceflary Tendency
to feafon and moralize our Minds. Many of the
Ancients have render’d their Names immortal by
finely handling the Subje& of their own Mortality,
Many of our own Countrymen have done the
fame ;: But above all Writers either ancient or mo
dern, Mr. Addifen bas diftinguifhed himfelf in the
following moft inimitable Paffage: ¢ When I
« look upon the Tombs of the Great (fays that in-
¢ comparable Author) every Emotion of Envy dies
¢ within me; when I read the Epitaphs of the
¢ Beautiful every inordinate Defire goes out ; when
¢ I meet with the Grief of Parents upon a Tomb-
« ftone, my Heart melts with Compaflion ; when
o T fee the Tombs of the Parents themfelves, I
« confider the Vanity of grieving for thofe,
 whom we muft quickly follow ; when I fee
“ Kings lying by thufe that depofed them; when
« | confider rival Wits placed fide by fide, or the
“ holy Men that diviced the World with their
*¢ Contefts and Difputes, I refl:& with Sorrow and
« Aftonithment on the little Competitions, Fac
« tions, and Debates of Mankind.  When I read
« the feveral Dates of the Tombs, of fome that
« died Yefterday, and fome fix bundred Years
« ggo, I confider that great Day, when we fhall
« all of us be Contemporarics, and make our Ap-
¢ pearance together.” The human Mind may be
greatly affited, relieved, and even entertained by
€mblems of its approaching Separation from the
corporcal Mafs. There is a Place in the Gardens
of Mr. Fonatban Tyers at Denbeigh's near Darking
in Swrry, a Walk or two in which will do a Man
more good than any praltical Difcourfe in the
World. You are condu&ed thro’ a very pleafant
winding Walk down into a little deep Valley, in
the Center of which, upon a fmall Grafs Plotis e-
re&ed the Figure of a naked Woman treading on
a Mafk—an apt Emblem of TruzH. On the left
Hand fide of this little Spot, which honeft Fona-

Aye, But to dic,-and go we knoww nr¢ e
0.ie in cold Obfiru&tion, andto r
Tbhis fenfible awarm Mation to becor
A knealed Clod 3 au’,lbc,icligbhd
To-bathe in fiery Floods, or torefide
In tbrilling Regions of thick ribbed lee : -
- To be imprifen’d in the vitavlefs Winds,.. .
Or bloaun awith refllefi Violents about
Of thofe that lawlefs'ard uncertain thought

TRN

& Belingbroke, L Heligs, for Example. ¢

T iwa by adothes, .

- The gmdanl.}f’orlla or to bs cworfe than. -w;;:ﬂ ‘and (tho’ nothing but Coloarin

\"._.. and Nature have conlpired, to make delight

‘.k\‘.are two Paintings admirably executed by
nift Mr. Haymax.- The one is a

good Man. The Rake is
;ir with his gouty Leg fup-
{eformed with Horror,
‘fortion of Defpair,
.%dch C‘;n.vah%' ;er-.
ible in the bigheft Degree to t older, Before
;l:zl:e ;{;nd;' (h%: Figurcgo_f Time with 2 mott formi-
dable and menacicg Afped thewiog him that there
few, very fow Saads left in his” Glafs, A-

agonized with the utmoi™

c a dying Rake, and the other

Py

round him is a Study of Bocks written by. Mea
falely called Wiy, falfely indeed, for they are the
worft of all 1deots, wiz. Hobbes, Spineza, Teland,
Tindal, Shaftefsury, Balingbroke, and feveral more
of the fame infernal Stamp. After the Spe€ator is_
fufficiently fhocked, and (g hope) improved by this
Pi€ture; be may relieve and fealt his Eye with the
other, which is in every Refpet a Contraft to this.
The expiring Saint is in his Bed, his Hands firetch-
ed out in a devotional Pofture, and (tho’ the I-
mage of Death ftands full before him) his Afpe&
is ferene, full of Cbriftian Corfidence, and illumi-
rated with a Smile, which, correéted as it is by
the convalfive Throws of his Departure, gives yet
a Signal of the Beatification, that is at Hand. His
Study is adorned with the Works of Tilletfen,
Skarp, Skerlock, Nelfon, Barrow, Licke, Addifen,
Wef, and Lyttelton, with many other Chriftian He-
roes, who havd purchafed for themfelves and all
that duly attend to them, the eternal Laurel, I
think Mr. Tyers can never be fufficiently com-
mended for turning Orraments into Morals, and
making his Garden the Vehicle of Infiru@tion ; for
by this Means People may be fome Times alarm-
ed with Thoughts they come thither on Purpofe to
fhun, and be farprifed into a Senfe of their Duty.
It would be well perhaps, it there was fomething
of this Natore at Fauxhal/, where too many Folks
go merely to be fiddled out of their RefleQion, and
to drown their Sorrows in Champaign.—I cannot
take my leave of this ufeful, tko’ melancholy Sub-
je€t, without condolirg with my Countrymen on 8
late great and rational Lofs, no lefs than that of
the right honourable Hernry Pelbarm, Efg; a Gen-
tleman, who both at home ard abroad maintained
the Chara&er of a moft worthy and able Statefman.
The Violence of Party, the Clamour of Fadtion,
the Difcontent of the Unprovided, nor the Am-
bition of the Unfatisfy’d, could ever raife Clouds -
nough to obfcure the Chara@er of this Minifter.
He obtained his Plice by Merit, he retined it
without Envy, nothing but Death or Difcafe coald
bave made him refign it; for happy in his Prince’s
Favour, in his Kinored, his Alliance, his Attach.
ments, in the Clearnefs of his Head, and the Integ-
rity of bis Heart, he could not pofibly have a
Competitor, mach lefs a Supplanter. It is much
to the Honour of this great Man, that Mr. Pape,
who was no Flatterer of Minifters in the Meridian
of their Power, has thought him worthy of an high
Panegyric. (o1 8

Ged hnows I graife a Ceurtier, when I can.
When, 1confefi, there is achs fuels for Fame,

And melts to Goadneis, need 1 3carb’row Name ?
Plea)ed let me cawn, in Efher's peaceful Grove
(Where Kent and Nature wie for PELHAM's Leve)
Tbhe Scene, the Mafler cpening to my Fieww,

1fit, and dream, 1 fee my Craggs amew! ',

In a Note to this Paflage on the Word ESer,
Mr. Pope exprefles himfelt'in this Manner.—The
Houfe and Gardens of Efber in Sarry belonging to
tbe honourable Mr. Pe’bar, Brother to the Duke
‘of Neweaftle. The Author could not have given
a more amiable Idea of his Charaer, than in
comparing bim to Mr. Cracas. - i
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¢ LONDGON, Marckg.
T HIS Week furrendered herfelt at the OIld-
J Bailey, snd gave in uncxceptionable Bail for
her Appeararce at the April Scfiions, to an Indi@t-
“ment for Perjury, Elizabeth Catning ; ‘who, 'if in-
nocent, is doubtlefs the moft injared Subje& 'in
‘Great-Britain. ~ Nothing, -indeed, bas yet lipsare_d
in Court to prove her othierwifc, althoogh the foli-
cited Recantation of a common Proftitate, the daily
Exaggerations of a Writer equally fhamelefs, and
the Himfy Reafoningd of nameclels _Psn)ghleuegn,
may have been termed unanfwerablé by ‘olly’ gnd
Prejudice, becaufe Elizabeth Canning's gmpdo
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